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Singapore? 

Population: 5.2 million 
Area: 710 km2 (Lake Biwa) 
Languages: English, Malay, 
Mandarin Chinese, Tamil 
GDP(PPP) per capita: 
58,000 USD (2010) 3rd 
largest in the world. 



NUS? 

Over 37,000 students from 100 
countries 
16 faculties and schools 
Plenty of international 
collaboration 
(exchange program with 300 
universities in 40 countries) 



• Living in school 
dormitory in the 
campus. 

 

• Mostly spent time in 
the Faculty of Arts 
and Social Science. 

 

• Library instead of 
laboratory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyday life in NUS 



Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May 

1st Semester 

2nd Semester 

Vctn. 

Vctn 

Academic calender 



• Started with orientations 
and series of events. 

 

• Taking two examinable 
classes and two audit 
classes. 

 

• Meeting with the 
supervisor about once 
two weeks and looking 
for the research topic. 

 

 

 

1st Semester 



How was the 1st Semester? 

Too much excited at the beginning. 

Struggled to get used to everyday 

communication with friends. 

Much more struggled in the classes. 

Confused in deciding the research topic. 



One month break between semesters 

May be mentioned later on… 



• Taking just two audit 
classes. 

 

• Most of the time 
working on the 
research paper. 

 

• Had a deadline of a 
conference (T-LOG 
2012) at the end. 

 

 

 

2nd Semester 



Research Work 

Title  

Background 

Objective 

Methodology 

“Investigating sea shift in international 
freight transport: a case between 
Southeast Asia and the U.S.” 

- Air-sea shift is taking place in certain 
commodities. 
 

- To identify commodities in area of contestability. 
- To quantitatively reveal factors which affect 

mode choice  

- Data of four ASEAN countries drawn from Zepol 
TradeView  

- Commodity groups based on HTS code 
- Binary logit 



Preliminary Analysis 
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The number of commodity groups in stratified categories by commodity types 

Preliminary Analysis 



Binary logit models 

Utility functions of the estimated models  

Results of the estimation 



How was the 2nd Semester? 

Focused on the research work. 

But struggled. 

Settled down in the life of Singapore. 

Barely submitted the paper to the conference. 



Leisure 



Accomplishments 

What I 

expected 

before 

leaving 

Acquiring international sense 

Improving language skills 

Doing a good research work 

Outcomes Able to enjoy being outside Japan. 

Got used to English conversation but… 

More efforts could have been done. 



Thank you for your attention. 


